NAME

DATE

PERIOD

HISTORICAL RESEARCH TOPIC PROPOSAL
I. The topic I want to investigate is: Segregation in the United States in the 1950-60’s.
II. I need/want to learn more about this topic because: I want to investigate segregation of the 1950-60’s because until that time words like “freedom” and “equal rights” had been twisted into new forms of enslavement and exploitation. The Jim Crow caste system of segregation became a way of life, and persisted for nearly a century, empowered by the systematic disempowerment of black men and women  by force, fraud, and reform. In the mid-1950s a newly urban community of African Americans in the Alabama capital rose up to challenge Jim Crow.  Black citizens dramatized in everyday life the popular sovereignty envisioned by the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution's preamble. They injected the energy and spirit of democracy—a living grassroots democracy—into their bittersweet inheritance of freedom and equality.  
III. Interesting Questions (IQs) about my topic: (Must have between 5-10)

1. What are the Jim Crow Laws?

2. What were some of the social challenges of segregation in the 1950’s?
3. Who is Rosa Parks and what did she do that has dubbed her the “Mother of the American Civil Rights Movement?”
4. What is the Montgomery Bus Boycott?

5. How did the Montgomery Bus Boycott impact civil rights and the public transportation system in the U.S.?

6. What is Brown vs. the Board of Education and how did it impact segregation in schools.
7. How does the 14th Amendment of the Constitution protect civil rights and the anti-segregation movement?

8. How did desegregation and the civil rights movement change the face of women’s rights in the United States?

